FROM SENEGAL  TO SOMALILAND

palm flourishes, the coconut, palm, bam-
boo and rubber-bearing plants provide
material for export, the extensive culti-
vation of cotton is a dream of the future.
The forests are valuable for their ma-
hogany, cedar, ebony and other rare
trees, although these are usually linked
together by lianas and difficult to lumber.

The Ivory Coast has two great lagoons
connected with one another by a canal,
Grand Lahou and the port of Grand Bas-
sam, with a lagoon over one hundred
miles long and twelve feet deep, with jet-
ties built to avoid the sand-bar at the
harbor entrance. This opens up a re-
gion of pineapple and cocoa plantations
and wild inland mahogany forests.

Dahomey reaches inland from primeval

forest across the great Lama swamp (now
crossed by rails) to the rich grasslands or
savannahs, interspersed by fresh-water
swamp forests, where the huts are made
of grass, and palm oil is extracted for
market. On an inland plateau stands
Abomey, the scene of the notorious "Cus-
toms'1 when, annually, scores of human
victims were sacrificed to the ancestral
spirits, that they might serve them in the
beyond. The dominant people here are
the polygamous Ffon (Fons, Jejs or
Jefe), Negroes of the Ewe family, an off-
shoot of the Bantus, ranging from chest-
nut to a yellowish tinge and possessed of
unusual keenness as traders. The lagoon
port of \Vhydah (Hwedah), since an-
nexed by France, was originally Portu-
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ART  SERVES  RELIGION:  DAHOMIAN SCULPTOR  CARVING A  FETISH

Fetishism is not idolatry, but a belief that the services of a spirit may be appropriated

by possessing its material embodiment, and a fetish thus is a useful spirit in its proper

shrine.   This devout Dahomian is making a clay image for presentation to his fetish

priest, using the beak of a slain fowl to carve the features,

29